
TUE BERRY MOSTB-
It vr.-is the nierrr month.

And Hie merrv birds sang loud;
Tin* wren ams In tb* brr kwh.

The lirk wa* In Hie cloud.
Ill oil that day of perfect Max

Tlere acetned nn power of 111,
When a hawk lane- sallliis out of the wood.
And all 'hose tonga pen still.

lt was the merrv month.
And the weans »*r* fall of glee,

Tb* lizard on its sunny bink.
Tin- aipilri'o) Illino the tree.

Iii nil ibat Hine of Insty prim.-
rbees -eeiini no thmu'iit nt death,

When a sunk* came rrawllnc oai of u nook,
And fear held evi-rv breath.

It was tbe inf month.
And never wa- month -o fair:

1-ord Lovel I- up |n his lady's bower
Singing « nb I. nh bare." ,

Tli,-v sang ii niice, th.-y ann--' H twice,
Thal a-nc : ile neoned true lover:

Wl'cn :i stlnglna word, like a blow, xvn. bcanl-
Tbelr " nnirv uionih" w;is ever.
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IVforo attempting t)i chronicle the events xviii di

xv.-re thc altlmate eona^tteneea of thoa.- already
described, it will be neeesoary to explain how it

wa* that xv-iy little worth recording t*teeorr*d .tar¬
ing nearly three man after the dav ob whieh Plo-
. r>) Ghaderl sai.l goodby to tho ronteau dell'
Anni, xvi.cn she xvii* going to tAMko her customary
vif-it to her lither.

Iii the natural course of things every one re¬

turned in the following autumn in more or h-ss

lively expectation of tlc season to come, Liura
Arden expected nothing of it in thc xvay of aniuse-

ment, nor did she look forward to anything of tho
s>.rt in her !if>* as pooaible for many seasons to
come.

Maddalena d»-ir Vrml, on the other hand. ex-

pect.-d mn *h. and xv:is, on the whole, dttmapointed.
. Qhteleti Ind groam indlflerent (*> eueh a degree
us (o lie aim..at unreeognlmble to his fiicn is. Ile
xven( out 'erv little, nnd xvus said to he bony xvith

.-onie speculation in xvhich he wa* i nilling hims-If,
but of xvhich. as ;i -natter "f fact, ho had never

even benni. Adele SaveM went everywhere, thin.
nervous and careworn, ami apparently driven to

death by the aeeeooity for excitement. Then*
xvere people who Bald sin* was going mad, nnd othen
who saiil she lived on morphine ami that it must

ultimately kill ber. The division of opinions c>m-

c-rniiiL' the nature of ln*r malady still existed, and

the wildest Morie* xvprc sent adrift ut a venture

.if.xvn the dangerous rapids of conversation. Donna
Allele bad quarrelled about Laura with ber father.
who had disinherited ber as far a* h.* was able,

and she led a life of daily torin.-nt in CasaSavelli
in oeaoeqoeaee. That was one of the mies. Then

it xva* stated that Francesco's passion for Laura

Arden had suddenly developed !.> heroie propor¬
tion*, and tii.it his wife wa* eating her heart out.

Thirdly, there xvas a party xvhich assorted confi¬
dently that Adele herself xvas in love with Pietra
Ghislori, xvho did not even take tin* traubl* t'> go

ami BOO her more than once or turlee a month. Thc
only point upon which opinion xvas unanimous xx-is

Laura Arden's personal uni undivided responsibili¬
ty for all the evil that happened to Adele Savolli

lu the first year, so lon.- as Laura never went into

thc world, the reputation BOCiety had given h**r

harmed her t*egj* little, and but for th-* extremely
thoughtful kindness nf one or two communicative
friends she might have remained iu ignorance of

it altogether. As it xvas, sin* xvas in lifferont, ex-

cejit xvlien she xvas amused by the still current ac¬

cusation of ponaisslllg the evil eye.
Thnt Laura xxas an undoubted ami dangerous

j.-ttatrico xvas now commonly accepted as a matter
of fact. Since Chisleri and Cuiupodotiic.) had

fought, the men had been circumspect iu their
remark*, hat then* were few who did not maier*

the sign xvben they saxv her go by. If anythirv.'
had bren needed tn prove the fact, them wa* the

issue of thc? duel. The man who had tnkou Laura's
side had Beady Inst hi* life, though ho had tonghi
several times previously without ever reeeiving
any serious hurt. That xvas proof positiv*. Adele's
illness, too, dated almost from thc day cf her neon-

rilia'ioii xvith Laura, nnd seemed likely to end

fatally. Then, almost al thc sam"* tinn*. the Con-
tessa had broken arith l.hisl.-ri in the moot heart¬

less way, as the world said. For the xvorl*! kn**\v

s"lnethint* about that, too, and goalfl have told

fe^ the whale story most exaetly a* i! had never hap-
*\a pened, and detailed several conversation* ace ur-

r_Jy ately xvhich had never taken place. Poor Gbislerl!
The xvorll pitied him sincerely, anl hated Laura
Arden fur being thc evil eyed cause of iii! his mis¬

fortunes. How coull he still go to we her, knoxv-

ing, as he must, how danaerou- it was'' Had she

not almost killed him and Adele as xvell as quite
killgng hoi husband ? People xvho touched Lauri

Arden's hand would do xvell to phut themselves up

and lie safe* at home for four und twenty hours,
until the power of the jettatura xvas past. Those

black eyes of hers meant no good to any one, in

spite of her inspirited nunlike looks
All these things xvere said, repeated, aflirmel.

denied, discassed, and said again in the pr-rpotual
x'lcions cinlc of gossip, xvhile the persons mont

com-crm-d lived their Own lives almost altog<*ther
undisturbed by th'* icports ailectintj them. No om*

refused to bow to Laura Arden in the street, al-

thonch she xvas supposed to have the power of

bringing murder, pestilence and sudden death on

those who went too near lier. Nobody ventured

to condole xvith Adele Burelli upon h>*r hush,md's

flighty conduct, still less upon th * (mppoBed Ins* ! ¦

ber >>f half tb)- t'erano estate. Nor did any one

express to Ghialeri anything like sympathy for

having been so abominably treated by the Con-

tcesa. Such frankness xvould have been reprehen¬
sible and tactless in the extrema.

Adele Savi-Ui's existence xvas in reality far more

wretched than any on" could have suppose I at that

time, and it was destined to lie made yet more mis.

erable before a second .xear had (lapsed.
In the spring of tho year folloxving that de¬

scribed in thc last chapter, thc ContOBM dell1 Anni

surprised Ghialeri xvith a very startling piece of

pexvs. They xv.-re talking together in tin* grand
Hand at on.* of th.* May races.

.' Von know I always tell you excrything I hear

that s*-eins to be of any importance,'' sin* said.

"Wi* ueuerully know what to believe. I heard n

story last night xvhich is so xcry odd that there

may >». some truth in it. As it may be Bathing
but a bit of mischief, I xviii not name Ihe person
who told me. lt is said thnt more than ii year

ago, when Allele Savelli thought she xv.is dvina

out at Geraue, she did not wish to confess to the
parish priest, whom she had known all her life.

and so she xxrote out a <_enoral confession and sent

it to a priest here in Roam, ls that possible, do

you think t**
"Such things have been done.*' ansxvered lihis-

Icri. " I do not gnow whit thc rule is about them,

but the OOM is possible"
" I xvas not sud-. Now they sav that thi* con¬

fession of Adele never reached its destination,
and that a copy of it, if not the original, i* in cir¬

culation in society, passing quietly from hand to

haml. That is a strange story, is it not ¦'.

"A very strange story." Tietro's fac>- was grave,

for he rcmcmlren-d many circumstances which this

tal" might explain. "And what is the confession
sui.I to contain '.'" he asked aft.-r a pause.

'.Some extraordinary revelations about Adele's
social career; it is even hinted that there i* some¬

thing which might bring very serious consc<|iienci*s

upon her if it xvere known, though xvhat it is no

one can lind out. That Ls WDMt I heard, and I

thought it worth while to tell you. I think, nx

tar as I am concerned, that I shall deny lt. lt

looks improbable enough on the face of it. One
nerd not say that its very improbability mokMOQfl
think it cannot be all an invention.'

"No. I think you are wise-and charitable BO

well. If there is any truth in it, Donna Adele
will have another Ulrica-* xvben it reaches her ears.

I suppose people have not failed to say that it was

Lady I{eris* rt who bad the confession stolen
through a servant.-'

"Strange to say, uo one lias said that yet, bm
they.will," added Maddalena, with conviction.
"Hore conic Savelii.take card Will you put

'orly franc, for me oo the next race? Here is the
mle.

"

There una no exaggeration la the Cettteaoa.
leeoUUt. Thc story xvas actually in circulation,
f the lost co'ifcs-ion xvas r.ot. I'nliko the majnri-
y of such tab's, however, this om- wa* not openly
repeated or commented upon where mom than txvo

lOOnle xvere present, lt disappeared and reappeared
n unexpected places lik<- thc river Alphetts ot old,
int its shape xvas nat materially ehnnged. lt xvas

old in whispers and andee terrible ootha of seeie-

¦v. ami occa-ioiiall\a_v.'iv rarely, indeed.thc tn-r.*

voril "Confession" spoken In oasnal eonvewstlon
¦ade people smile and look at each other. There
vas not even a scandalous little pamgmph in any

if the daily papers referrinrt to it. Fnr there ar>* j
aoments when aoelety can heep its neeret*, arrange-
y eommunicativ* ns it is at other times. The

muses of Sivelli ami Geruno were too important
ind, in a xvay. too powerful still to br* eareleewly
ittaeked. Indee*!, society very tnnch i-referred
dun neither the om- nor the oilier should be at¬

tacked at all, anl behaved so earefnlly in elii-*
.;i<- instance that it xvas very lom* before any OOO

llaravered thal a few weeks befor** the rumor hal

aeon Wt afloat that IVinc-soo Savelll hui lintis-If

.nmmorily dlsniiss*d Adele's maid for th? really
serious offence of helping la-r mistress to pro*nre
n ir** morphine than th*- doctor's orders allowe I. It

-.ns looser still bcf)ir)* anv ene knew tbs! the maid's
lame xvii* Lucia, and thal she had Immediately
round a situation xvith Donna Maria llocc ipidnli.
What wag never known t)» the public at all xvi*

ihal when Bovell! sent ln-r ont of the house Lucia
had threatened to make certain revelation* ini tri

ms to the family if be persisted, bot thal Franeei*-
*o hail not paid the slightest rt*.*nti«»n ta the m*n-

icc. nm even spoken of it to his wife, lie xv,.s self¬

ish, cold, ami very lar from admitBbl* aa a man.

nit li-*- had been brou.ht np In -""I traditions,

md had the Instincts of i nentlemin when Iii** own

NMUfati wa* not endangered by them.
All Ghisleri's suspicions relive,] at the new.

Madilal.-ti i .'ive bim. A'J a ill he took down th**

medical work he bad consulted on th** evening
ivhen the |d*a thal Adel* wi* in some arav ^rnillv

->f Arden's d*oth had (ir-* flashed neros* his mimi

more than a year previously. Again lu* re t 1 the

chapter on prarie*] fever mrefnlly from he*rinnin*i
to end. and sat down to think nvr Ihe possibilities
¦a sndi a eas)-, ami once more, after several dav*

nf serious con-id.'ration, le- orew ser-ptlesl, rm I

abandoned th.* attempt t<> fathom th" mvsterr, if

mysterv there were. He knew that even without

that. Albie might have written many thincs tn

ln-r confessor in ronfldene* which, if rc|>e-if)*)l
.pi-lily iii thc world, would do her terrible harm,
He was quite sui" that all tie* Infamous Bland****"
dh T_nra and her husband could ultimately he

trace,! io Adel* alon.*, nnd i! woe poswibl" that the

stolen doeumenl eontained a full account "f them,

thou.'h how anv sam- person could h* rash en .n'.'h

to trust snell a statement to tie- post wa- b -yom!
flhisWi's coi 'prehension. !;.. .iii not knoxv thnt

Adele had hardly been responsible f.r h*r set! ms

nn that day and mt many *mc*c*dlng ones, ll>'

had iieen, while at tlemno, that sb,, wa* lui from

well, imt she had b.-n anparentlr in full post**
.>on of her senoeo. That she should have intrust«il
io paper tin- confession that sin* ha wilfully and
ancceasfullv attempted t. mal.-,* lleTherl Anlen
catch the scarlet fever in her own hons*, h ¦ c ...1 I

not believe, tlinurh lie though! it possible thnt th*
crime miaht bax e actually been enmmitte 1

II* - iw strm" reasons for tliinking that the con

feosion had either be*n d'-tr iy*d, or had never

really been sho\Mi, hilt that a, nie thirl pet op

lui'l known something of its contents and liad per¬

haps betrayed th* knowledtro In ¦ Bl »t anger

Tho <'oiitc-.s.i dill' Anni (..nil never tell him any¬

thing further than sin* had communicated al lite

raees, and sh--, as he knew, was intimate with

many who would be acquainted with all the cur¬

rent uos-ip. Strange tu my, the story neither de¬

veloped nor changed; and, contrary to ins exp.-

tatiana and to Maddalena's own, no one ever BUS

.peted thut Lady Herbert Arlen har] b. instru¬

mental in musing the confrre) >n t" he atolen. Tit*

m<n did n.d talk about th* story st all. or. at least,
no one ever hinted at it wheo Ghisleri wa* pi.at
Lnnmaaw bim oftcu during that winter, though

not so regularly a* in tho first months which had

aneoeeded ber. husbond's death, It wa- evident
to Pietro that the Prince* wa* M*rionsly distnrbe-1
by his fri'iu.'tit visita to h-r daughter, and he wil¬

lingly restricted tin-Hi rather than give off* ii-'- to

tl.Morly Indy. As was to he expected, he .ra I-

nally became more Intimate xvith Lauri as time

went on. Ih.-r.-wit* -ti ma '"nd-<.f friendship be¬

tween tln-m, and the elements "f a deep sympoth:
<>u more thou one occasion eoeh hod apoken t>> th*

oi her Hip whole thoughts ol the moment, a- people
like themselves rarely speak to mole titan one ol

two persons who conn* Into Heir lives, (thi*leri
Tel! tin! Laura was laking the piece ol everything
in hi* existence for wl.ii h be had form-rlv eared.
and tho thought of love f..r any woman hud never

b.en so far from him ,i* during thal year ali 1 th*

following Bummer. He began lo tak.* a pleasure
in small things thal Mneerned lier, which b* hui
rarely found In the great emotion* of his former
life. Occasionally, when he wa* m a ba 1 temper,
he *a*cered tit himself and said that I** was crow¬

ing old, and xvas onlv lit to be the guardian >>f

distressed widows and fatherless children. But In

spit* of such momenta, be was nomotimes cotis'i.'is

of solin thing not unlike happiness, ami he wa*, on

the whole, far mop* cheerful and less dlscontenti 1

with himself than he had formerly been
"It is tho calm before the itorm," he sud t>

Laura one day, with ti lau.h. "Something ap¬

palling is goin. to happen tn tm* before Inn;'."
"I do not believe it," she answered, confidently

"You have lived aueh an existence of excitement
for so manjr* years that you cannot understand
what peace mennsnow that yon have tried it. Of
course if you go In search of emotions again yon
will find them. They grow on every bush, and

are as cheap a* blaokbertloo.'
Laura laughed ti little, too, as -),<. made the re¬

ply. She thought much of Ghialeri noxv, nnd she

could hardly realise xvhat her lifo xvould be with¬
out hini. Little Herbert first, Hen lmr mother,
then I'i-'tro- so the three stood in tlu-ir respective
order when she thought of her rather lonely posi¬
tion iii tho world. For sin* wa* very lonely, even

xvh>*n Arden had been dead eighteen months or

more. Her old gequalntanoea rarely came to soc

her, and when they AM them waa t constraint in
their manner which told of four, or dislike, or

both. The idle tale of the evil eye which she bad
so heartily despised OOM upon a tim* hail don.* lt*
xvork. In the following your, when in tho natural
coiir-** of event* she would have gone out OCOB-

Monally in a xer.y *|iii«*t way, she found herself
almost cut elf frmn society,

_VOU then she did not eire ho much as might
hax'o been expected. Bat her mather was in de¬
spair. She and tin* Priam constantly had Laura
to dine with them, and always Baked nt the ann*

time two or thies friend* with whom she bad for

merly ticcn more or lem Intimate. Bot xvben ii

¦terama known lhat "to dine i|UltO Informally
meant that Mm peraoa Invited wu* to mo-t Lnun
Alden, it became verv hard to lind evenings whee
any one chanced to ba free to accept an invitation
to the I'alaz/o Hraccio. Incredible as it may tu eui

Laura xxas almOOt OOtrudOOd. No one xvho has not

se.*n (he social ruin which such a reputation li¬

bers brings xvith it gould believe how complete it

can be. (ihisleri ground his tooth m Itnpntonl
anger Bguinsl the stupid ami cruel mpemUtloi
which possessed his MltfTT ritiimo. ami xvhich it
a year or two would inevitably drive Laura tt

leave Home, as it lind driv' ti *,thcr* before then
He eould do nothing, for thc thin, xvas never men

tinned before him, and moreover bo would b- f:ii
more careful now than he had over been not to ls

drawn into a quarrel on Laura's account

For hi> WM xvi-ll aware that his position towan

her xvas artomalous ami might very easily he mis
oaderotaod ia a ractety whom olaus! all wen

prejudiced against her. He Boppoasd thal th*
world ex~iect.il iiim to murry her when a ljtt|<
more time bad passed, and he km-xv that unthill.
xvas further from his thoughts. If was at thii
time, Just two years after Herb *rt Arden'* death
that he began to torment himself, pifnap* witl
b*tter reason thsn in former days. Knowing a.

bo did what might be said, and what in all likcli-

hood was said about his friendship for Laira, the i 1

advisability of discontinuing hi-* visit* (Unmet al- I

together pr.-s»*nte.| it"*!f fnr consideration, and
would not be summarily annihilated by any spe¬

cious Brgument. It had formerly seemed to him
treacherous even to think of loving Arden's wife,
though the thought had rarely uoond his mind
even as the wildcat hypothesis until som.* tim**

after his friend hal Ihvii dead mid buried. It noxv

seemed as Impossible a.* ever t > lave her. bat he

xvas obliged by the commonest of common sen-*

eonolderationa t<> admit that snob an affection
would not imply the smallest hreuch af faith to

Alden's memory. Sin* was a widow, and any man

who knew ker had a right to love her nnd to ask

her hand if he so pleased. That right, then, xvas

Ins also, if ever h.* should need tn avail himself of
it. Hit it was precisely because h.* did not love

Laura Arden that the doubt a* to his own conduct
arose. As lie hat! no intention ot asking h<-r to

nii-rrv him. could and should be put her in such ti

position a* to favor speculation in regari! to her.-'

I'li'i'icsti,mably he should not. lint in that ease,

what xvas he to do? The old, Ignoble, worllly
instinct told him to create a diversion by causing
gorsip in other directions, where oran lal would l>e

easily manufactured, and then to procure hims-If
the liberty of doing what h" pleased behin I the

world's back, bo to say. But to his credit it must

.be admitted lhat ho di I not entertain th* j lea fur

a moment, lt disgusted him and be Bought for a

rotation elsewhere, irvin-., in his Imagination,
every conceivable expedient bv whick he fancied
that be might enjoy Laura's society without com-

promising h*r In any way. tn such ea*,.-*, hew-
ever, it is hard lo lind a stratagem which shall at

once satisfy thc .-xi..-luies of the situation anl

an honest man's eonacienco and sense of hotmr.

IIi> had loll': given up tim diatom of going I" sm

Laura every other 'lay, and when she xvas ut ln-r

mother's house be wa- rarely invite I, on ac .not

of the Prineees'a prejudice against him, and which
im good conduct on hi* port seemed capable of

>le*troyinj. To .ive np ***¦<. i11u Laura altogether
ww a Barrine* so great that he did not fed strom.*

enonah In make it . nor. perhaps, would Lama her¬

self have Udder*!))), I it. Vet. Uni*** be kept uxva..

from h.r fnr a long tin.**, ho knew that the Bitwise
world would continue to say lhat he *aw ber every

dav. The m m* he thought abool it. th.- hariet
h.* found it to come to any il-'ision. Considering
the terms on which he now saw her. an 1 thal in

reenter times they had naore than once spoken of

the -ame nuttier, he al la*t relnetanlly res d* . I t >

lay the rjuestien before ln-r. end lo IH h.-r ileclde

what he sh..nhl do. ll- bated to ash ad* lee of any

ne, and he detested even Ihe app**aranee ol sbift j
ing responsibility upon another. But lie coull a*o

no other amy.
I.inir.* found it :i* han- to rWtne to a d-t rmini-

lion ns le- had Duiinfl tb" last Sh Him.th) b In I

become almost n t.ir* part ol hot lit.*, and abe

would hav,. turn.-d m him a* naturally a* lr- ii ia

turned to ln-r fir counsel in any difficult sHintion
Her >." n i barn 'ter wa* t..-. simple un l straightfor-
ward te demand th" elaborate explanations "f tb.*

nature of friendship, which he i" ,.ii*-*»*-¦ 1 of himself:
but w'l.-u h- p'.t th.- difficult! lief..m her she saw

it plainly rnon*ili.
"I'.r myself. I mn perfectly Imlifforent." sb"

Mid at Inst, I d'. Hot se.- xx ll V I -lin ll I -il' r ti '.'

Hivthin- liemns* th*r* af* p«op*-* bri *noiuh t.

Imagine evil where there ls non* Von ond I t.I

-.itirati.f om fi l*ndshlp. an I a* 1 i 'li n >t

s.-e tint l. i-t l.'i-t. am mii*h ni il*' I t th.- world,
it I* n,,t clear t rn- why I nhoul lei- what ll - IW

|' it I ii:.'. .- f.. -. br mv lll'-th'-i
- ind *" ir- Of. in -t if- nf whal yiMI sa* .'* an¬

swered (.i,i-b ri. " \ i yours-1: tr* first j mr

mother neut
"Of c .'ir. \ m, as n man, i".-\ at ll i'i lhat

light. But if lt Were 'i-t for uv mother, bi n .t

imagine thal I should (ak* an* nolie* "f xx t. -t

people .hone* to my. Th*v hav* sold au*h vii*

thin*** of rn* alp a iv that they r*.n biri!*. In *-nl

Birythlng worse lr it was perf* tb llffereni ti

yon, I do not say bul what I might prefer lo lt*

careful."
" If what were Iwiith renl "" a«k* l *'.Ui-l.Ti. xvho

'lid foi nn !..;-(.uni tlie ntber en iBinnI ie a-,.-, rh
.¦ If vmi were 'i ill* :* ii indifi'i' nt i "'- * !" *U*

which i oi np* not
Her ryes met hi* frankly, .ml si mn '¦ I

spoke, 'ilafe was not a Ira** ol Ibnidlty or ahy
n,*c in the speech *.',. had no reason whiter*!
f. r <¦ i,, iiimi th* fa" that *!,.. iii,. | i,i n Bul hs
on In* part, experienced an ****.!.] sensation, the
mesnins of which mme by no nenn- i b***? to him
ll,, could nil have tobi whetlier li partooh mot*

nt aatiafaetion or nf dis'ippointment, hoi it wi- »

.1 i-tinrt emotion ni a kind which le* had nora* ex

p. ct.-! to fe.-l iii her presene*
" I am :lad yon Ilk.* me," h* sal I " I bHo lld b*

very unhappy if ron did ant I vain*. \ oar trim i

ship more titan anything In th* a*orbl
" V". ii i .,. i lined If i( .-* il in all di I," abe . ri

sw.-i. I.
.. it i*, nonah lhat T hov* if I >l" nat know ln>-x

I hav* ileaerved anrthina half so prc iou- "

"I know tn-r.- nf what you have dm." f"r in¬

dian you anppooe," sail! lama "Xever mini

that, Til* ficts are simple eunuch. n7* are good

friends: wc depend, f>.r a r-ertnin amounl ot hap
pim.', upon (**s*ing on* anotltet often; hem as* Ihe
world <1* . ¦- n>)t nndcr-t-iti I. it e*t|*eeta us to *;ieri

flee our Inelinallona For my part, I refuse There
is only on.- person to be consulted my mother.
\xho i* dearer to m)1 dun any friend mn he. I

.xiii spend to h.-r and make her *-" the tr nh In

fie meantime 'lo aothtno, .'ind fiutret n'l this ab.

anni complication. It ls only th* unreal sba Inn
of an artificial morality which ha* ii i foundation
nor Itu* existence whatever. Yon know thal bet
t.-r than ' "

Obi bri laughed.
"IVhen yon choose lo express yourself strongly,

von do not lach for'-." he said. "In th* old 'lay*
I used to fancy that if yon apok* oui plairfly, your
sentiment* would take th* form of ii prayer, or i

hymn, nr something ot that -"rf

"I am much more hitman than von think in.-*."
laura answi*r*d. "I told you so once, an yon

WOUlll not believe 111" "

Lauri then-fore took th* matter into her own

honda, and spoke tn b.-r mother shout it. Uni the
Prince s wits not easily persuaded, ami xxh-n th-

summer came th* two x..-r.- still at .farlane**. A

woman like Laura's mother i* hard to move when
she has allowed a preju He* t tak* firm r>".t in

her mind, and heoom*a alto-tether ohstinat* when
that prejudice i* tolerably w.-ll fnnnd*d. It was

no un im.-ti itiaii])* fact ibat Ghialeri had always
iieen considered a dangerous snd r.iih.-r fast man.

uh).-'. acquaintance dbl not improve i wom-m's
reputation, and the Prioecm of (Tenon had bo
meena of anderetandlni hb reel character. It aria

a constant wonder to ln-r that Lauri should like
him. Tho "xc-Mont laflv never at all realised tba*
the blood of poor SpeM. Carlyon wa* In his dangh-
ter's vein*, and that, Booner »r later, it might
make Itself felt and produce rather nnexpeeted re-

suits. Carlyon- chi>-f charaeateristlc had leen lu*
recklessness of eonaeqneiMes, If th** Mneem had
reniemiieml that, she xvould hiive Qaderstood hot¬
ter why Lunn had married H«*rh*rt Arden in spit.*
of ids deformities, and why she mad- an Intimate
friend of Pietra HMsleri in *-pi(e ol Id* tepatatlon.
Hut Lauri bini never shown any subversive ten-
denotes in childhood >.r early youth, nml her har¬
lem truthfulness, her rather melancholy and nardi-
tathra natara when a young girl, ami her redly
Charitable heirt ha I coinbiried with her pile brant*
iiml saindv eyea to make ber .thor auppoor her
intinilelv more silbmimlu. obeilienl ami nunlik-*
than sh.* n<-tnally wa*. After lang nml patient
discussion Laura turned rather suddenly.

" I am m.t i ..bibi, mother,'' sh.* said .. I know
Sicnor Ohlsleri x-crv much better than you. au I
better dian most people eon. I baan, enaagh of
his pusl life to iinb-rstaml that, iilthoagh he baa
done ninny faalloh tliiti*.** anl some emel ..ti"), li¬
ls not what I c;ill a bad niau, and Ito has changed
very mach for Um better during th* la*t twa var*

I will nor -ix,. ,.',, bk friendship for the Hike nf
aleaaiag a Bet of people xvho do not even pretend t.

like nu-
"

" Laura. Laura, tukc care: Von pap falling in Ino
with that man, and he is not fit to he your hus¬
band."

"In lox-o?" Laura.> deep eyes flashed angrily

"r tin. tirst tiaae la her mother's reoolleetiofl ..f b.*r.

'Von do nor know what you ur-* mying, mother.*'
The Prince** rigbed ami turrel her fae- away.

**hc attributed (he extraordinary change in (mr

lUUghter ta (.hishn's bad influence, and her prej-
idico acainst him Increaoed aoeordingly. She

.niild n>it see that the yiri had developed i the

-ourse of veirs into :i fully grown woman whoas

sharaoter hid not tnrn.*<l nut to h.- what sh., hil

¦xpeeteil.
And Laura wa* very angry at the BUggeation

'hat sim could poosibly loxa* (ilii-*l«'ri..niito un-

insfiliablv so, ln-r mother considered. But hen*,

a'ain, the elder woman did tin' youngra an injus-
ic.*. l.ove waa very far from Laura's thoughts
just then, though her friendship for Pietro xva*

iranming an importance it had not had before.
She di'l not speak again for som'* minutes, and

(Then she did. sin* spoke quietly and without any

¦how of auccr. Her tone xva- not bari, nor xv is

inythlag sh.- mid cuber cutting or defiant, but

tip Princess felt that titer* waa to b- no appeal
from the verdict.
"Dearest mot!*»r," she said, I never dbl any¬

thing and I never will do anything with the Inten¬
tion of displeasing or hurting von. But I have

ny o\xn life to lead, am! my own responsibilities to

beor In my own u*ay. Tit*****-* are som., things in

which I must Judge for myself, nnd on* of them
is in tin- matter of choosing my friends. **

" If you had chosen any om* but tlc* wild Ghls-
<ri: slabed th* I'riti'*'-*.

.' A mali who knew him bett -r thin either you or

1 can loved him dearly, and when lc- xvi* dying
.ado him tah)' ena. of nv*. The promts' then made
ont lieen faithfully ki pt. I will not shut mv

lour to my husband's "bl friend, who ha* become
tiiine, merely horans* the xx..r 1-1 i* xvhat ir is.a

liar, an evil speaker, nnd a slanderer.''
I,aura wa* a little pale, and di.- li!* drooped

iver bel ..\.s ;|s, though to hide some!hm, -le-

Would not show If xxa* tim flrsl time -In* had

.xei spoken of l|.-ii.-it t**den sin,,, (-er child hui

treen born.
It th.- world had been aware that th., matter of

her Intimacy withUhlsleri had i.n under discus
¦bm it wonbl hav.* I.n mu, li delight**l by her
lee-sion, lt would really ha*.* i.n ton unkind
if I-in ra to deprive it o' ii .- n i»j .. | nf conversation
full of never-flagging Interest. Por not ¦ day
I'ts.ed within! :i reference lo Pietro's >i> voti oi t

lier, ami tbe referene-* wa* rarely made without a

lash ut spite :ind ¦ littl" Ila.olin.* ot social venom.

Laura wm not to be f.,r_iv-n tot having mal*

Ihisleri prefer bet company io that of a acore of

itber women, all. in (heir estimation, as good
looking a* she, and infinitely more agreeable,

(ihisleri himself accept* th* -it na ti in, as La ur ..

ad wished him t" do so, though he xvas con 'tantly
iiiic;i*y about his own position, It seemed to him

that if tJt.-r.- were the t-lightest danger "f giving
.olor t. any ->ri.)'i- -hinder on Ina name, i' must

..- hi* duty tn .li-ol.ex lei ami altogether di con

linne In* \ t-.it->. An l lie knew als ti. it ii xvould

naturally lie Hie la-t p.-!s.,n t, l.--.,i what wa*

rommon gossip, 'I be m-a* in, howevi r, prim* I on

.melly en", jil until I."nt liegan, bringing tie-

|cri",| nf mortification and fasting lluriUM which

.lety ii--, it* legs Iras an it- t mgu*»s more.

li l*J, it Iniix lu* bel a. i,n sal I fur the ,-a'i" "f t*l tr

iles-, \\:is the I..-I.t.ii seas n nf the second >***ir

aft*i Ai Ni's death, and Biter th* Hnal break
tween t.hi-l' ii an I Maddalena dell' Anni.

At that lim* sex et al *x*cnta urre<l whi< li lt i-

ii..an lo chronicle in greater detail for the
letter undrrstandlnfi of this history, and t"r th*

more ). ,'.i| l*t* refutation "f the ».torj Inch pas .. i

common I) Ctrrenl f"r som* time afterward, and

xxiii'ii very ii.-arly brought ul*c-nl th" moal Irrep
..i.ii'l.in* |uenre*.

< hap. ii: wu

Huri!!'.' nearly a year i larc* number nf p r-m .

had i.n in-pi lint)-.I xxith tl..- story of \ l-l .'-

'.-tit'.ai confession, hut, a- ba* l*e*n shown, th*

matter \xa* ronsitlered so serious as In ib-sei ¦¦

.¦"-I.-, \- tl," Iii.h..*» a,, lal honor xvhich can 1.

ferre.| .ii truth If had never reached ti," ears

of uni nw*ml**r "f III* Sive! 11 ..r >.f tim '. rano

tainili.'s. and bu f,,r Maddalena dell' Irmi, Ubi*
len himself would never Im*.- beaid it.

tlthongh VI-:- \xa* suffering Ihe dire re* lt*

nf h*r ex d i,. ,»l- ia Iii* shape >>f almost Incutrnhle
morphinism, Uk* principal caus* ..! h*r br-i fetr*

iin,', con-.. i.-nt Hines* no longer troubl*>l hoi i*

ii had one* doti.* She now believed thal thc ron-

fe.i ni bad. iff) r all, an .ht upon r-otn . pt >J*etlon
>>r in -I,m.- ere* ***' of th? ma-oi-rv in th* shaft of

Hi o I. !. tt.- af (b rano, sn fi it it woul never

ia* h. ird .il :i rain lt a as int r*. iiiM**, sh* tho ight,
lhat if ii ri v person ha I found if ami reid it. I.r

*!.. .b , lld not i(tempt t" extort a larg* sum >>f

n,me.. f,.r it Rut i) on ippenre lt" ileman I any-

thin; I ii at u.i- - .iii, lent pr io! thnt n mi* p.
-.-s. .| the 'loc'imeof. and it must tell re have
i '-inii: n.'.I safrlv \x li-t ». it Iii) fallen Heron* ind
only fe.ii wa* lest something should happen f.> thai
part of the castle \\ ni li tm .lit make repair* '!¦ .-

a.irv, and possibly lend to fl,* iliscov*r> nf tire
litter lint (hat wa* Improiiclde in lb** extreme
lb.* iftasaiv* wull* had *t.I a- lite) w«*re during
Bearii four eenturb***, sn did not show anv sign
of weal ii'-- A- fol I "ia. il sin* )"'i l."tr...-l
ihe arrret, nr hinted lo h**r prc*Ant mistr . tint
there wu* ;i s,, r,-t to .-tray, and if any story got
afloat I ', let sf*m r, Add. ld deny it. hu I

h.-r position was stron_ *nougb i*i the world to

force rn >-t copi,- t» a*c-pt h.-r denial She a!
most louulted at the lib's. Tlie principal stale.
m.-nt containeil In ti." rimfe-ssion would -en al-
nio-t gretewine in ifs Improbability. Sh* knew
very xx.ll that if sb* rvot heard si h an Betlan
Imputed f hoi worst wu my she would nut believe
n she woul nol .-. >n lok* lite trouble t.> repent
it. i.nv nnthinu was more !.,,li-h than !.. g»»t
du* reputation .i t.llin: ni' redihle tab**, Si,a \xa*

i|nit* -ur.- of fbi*, for wh*n she m*ntallv tri" the
position si,,, found that sh.il not hav* given
credence lo sn. ii a Inrrend ixin ii any . hoi
nceis,.i| bania Udell ol' bavin- lion* fie- deed. An I

as sb.- hated Laura with a wliol*di**irtpI hntred
(hil! ili'l not hesitate at tulle-, sin ion-! len,I tin

aranment to li* com ln-r .*.

lira hatred i-r.-w a- th* fatal effect* nf tb* mor¬

phine legen t.. unsettle hei bram and ilisturh tit*
strong power of s*lf-*ontrnl which had boru.- hot
through sn many dangers I he neeeaslty fnr koop
Ina op an outward -bow nt uno relation* \x ith Ipi
st.-p Mister ou pain oi th* s.-.-Ti'-t financial punish
tie-iit ii sh* angered her father, Irritate I ln-r >-x

tremely. Sh* wit* well bwsit (but, in -pit" ni f",

ice.mediation and ol h«-r ..xxn behavior, Ile- Wiirll
-till chose lo i.rliev,- most ,,t ti,,, thing* site ba

formerly said ol Laura, and that th,- latter"* nosl
linn waa anything but enviable. !?«»verthel*s*
I :nir:i s>s-im-i| t>' survive vi-rv well, and in Vi>l"'r

pinion hail ohrained far more than ln-r share nt

good thin.* Thal sin* hal really s.lbi'l I iii

bit. in lei "'.-ti woy, hy ile* il.'iitli of her husband,
none knew hett*r dum Allele, and tint, at least
wa* a satisfaction. Hui in other jgays sh.- wm

singularly fortunate, lier.littl* bo* wu* a* sturdj
ami Strong and sound as aux- mother could 11. ix-.

wished, for ilefuriiutx which i* th* r"*ili of un
dent i* not Inherited Moreover, there seemed b
be little donut bul (hill the nm b- from whom Ar

den had expected a large fortune Would now l<-ix.
In- money to little Herbert. Lauri was, ul r iiir*-*

ilo ui>'liv ******** Bl pres) nt, illili*inn from A.i.-l.¦".

|)))ini of vi-w, but In the Ur* *h,* Iel *h.- ne*«le
very littl-* money, ami what alni hal au (ll al f.<;

ber wonts. Sh>- xvas evblently i|iiit*> contented
Then, as though the rest were nol enough, sin' hai
what Adele "ailed a .mi|,..l\ ot Pietro (ihisleri
xvho Beted as though hi* intended to marry her
and whom rite received nj though sin- meant to bc

Copt bini. As Lauri Anh-n. society cuni I tna

her a* it pirased, hut as (ihislerl's wife soeiet*
would nut only open its Brura to lier, bul would ii
nil likelihood mooline her cause In an,\ future differ
mee or difficult*, Hhislerl would know how t

assure h'T position, am! would have no liflicult*
in making lor respected, for h.* was a most par
liealarly unpleasant poison to quarrel with am

it xvas not every one who had Campodonico's luck
(if Mutrse, there might yet be time to prevent tin
marna'..-, ami Adele rashly resolve I that ir tba
were possible abe would Bccotnptlah i(.

<>f late sh.* had begun In include (ihisleri in lu*
haded of Laura, ha* m.' linalh given lip the at

tempt to attract him into her immediate circle
lb- wa* always th.* same with brr, and never, ii
the co'ir-e ot yciir*. had seetneil willing t a Ivanr-i
beyond the inuits ol ordinary end friendly .m

iii'tiiiifatn e. though sin* hud )iff"ii tri* to draw hill
further, lb.- ordinary roethod* failed with him
He could inn be tempted Into tunkina cniiid-m e-

which atep i* >>i.i the tit-t an i perhaps th* mo.*

important ii. the owllnary, l>iisiiii'**-llke ffirtatloti
Ile wa* apparently ladllfereut 11 prniiai as lie wa
In blaine, except Holli ope or two p.|*o||a ||,
never bini itu rutetn* I" ruin xxl.i he needed :

woman's help, a sln.it method of reaching Intimncj
which |s not to be despised m ileaIina with refine.
bad people, I..-.*-*r of iill waa li * i niau wli i muli
be bal to compromise hims-li mi a woman's eyes n

Mich a wai as t consider it hi* duty to make lovi
tn her. Adela had triad all tims" approved wayi
of beginning a a.rion, flirtation with i'i-tm, bo
had failed each Hate, and it enrage I her to a** > tha
Laura could keep him Without mix stritlBOtll ti

all. by slier force of attraction. For'she ha I Bl
belief at all in their platoulc irienddup. urn* oi
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Al**,.,*, in -.lo-k awi .*.*«** "»».<« and ***** ** nny °r,en(n* CSUFBAH or Rug
millie ill (he world.

the other, or both, nntat bo in love, for the very

aiiiiple and wr-n known r"n*<>:i thar ¦ permanent
rion* iiiiMi Ul;i|) between niiin ind woman within

I certain limit* uf tam was au ntf.-r imfUroalbility.
I nura wi* perlup* too foolioh to reulise th<* faet,
hut I'hinleri waa certainly not the man ta forget
it mi.. ili*lik.-l him heruuae alu* lind not t.n

ul le to ottrnet him herself, ind rite huted him for

Mila attracted by l.anrn.
Sh-* now nnnic up h*r mind tim* unleoa ah.* eould

rum lum in I .aura's mtimutlon, the niarri..l'.* cool I

i "t i>. prevented, ami sin- t**e**an t>> revolve th*
chance* f..r _ceo*npliniiin*_ Iut porpmie. lier In-
t.lli'.'.-ui ." wa* not what i! hal bern, for it w :*

*nlijr*r*t now to lit* of abnormal ictivity nml to u

-iii s,- |ii,-i'.t rciii-tion, in willi li sh>* wa* not alway*

perfectly w*II aware of whit wa* coin, on armin I

Id'I In lim oin- st ito s|,,. v.as rUih, over-excited,
nervoii*: in tli>* other nh* wm .lull md iputhetie,
;i: 1*1 I .-! 'i.-i-si>ir iii h.i/v dream* of a rather dlncon-
in f.-I character. Ino cons -.|ui*ik." WO* that all*

I found if v»»r.v hurl to hit upon my eoniieeutivr
plan "hun presented even th* faint-at hope of

nucceM*. Several tinip* alu* v.,i* ).n the point of

j doini! soniofhiir. v.-tv fo lilah, when she had BImont
h.at control of lo rs.-lf. ami *li" was only *OV*d hy
fio- lon. habit nf w>.rl Hy tie! which would prubi-
lily survive all her other faeilltie* if th)*v WK

wrecked liv th" habit whieh wa* killin** tier. Hut
ah.- (trow ilintriiatful 'if h)'r*'*lf ind of her powera,
an.I ii n -., ail flerina wa- added to ih.' many tito
alt--1'. Ii.ul to l ..--ir a* nh* yradually '.tn* eon*.

-¦.I.. is ,,f t|,r. terrible chang* in h.-r-.-lf. SI** tri--!
tn rind mit all ah* rotild about Pietro fthialert.
\t thnt tim* nil Rom* waa gninff nial about mak¬
ins mon** by *..illation, ind il] aorta of diehon-
.*t transaction* n.-i-.-aaai iv w*nt under envoi of

real i om-s honeat In lh*ma*lvei. Adel* did h.*r
i..sf t, uncertain whetlier (>hi-l"ri wa* Con-

i with anv of them, or with any

II fl sa ia wJTjtever of a natur.* whieh eould ne

lit,.- ,! Hut di* railed Bltoaethpr FI* look*l
un at th* general ptah for money with p**rf**t iu-

oiii-i. .:...-, an.I wa* iuiii* content with tn* littl-* In*

i lr.-ri'lv pu-..--,. ,i, -»Ir ntrtieh .del* that a '"ir I

-an lal wo lld du him :i- rollen hann a* ativfhin..

ind ah., frnI.* iniiuirir*) i* ti lila fond****** for pl iv.

i 'it wa* inf. mi.-.l that la* rardr play* I nt all, nii'l
Ceneriill.V loaf a little if li- iii.I

ll* wi hanl t.. at.-h So i-r aa nh* roitl 1 l**»rn
'n* had a:,.".| iii. niole "f life very ponaitlerably
di.a t:,o pant two yeatn*. lt --va* unit** pertain
flint he had definitely broken with Maddalena deli'
Vi ini. though no on.- w¦>* .ur* >'i th* exa*t dot* af

won li th.' rupture hod taken pla**. Tin", were

I-. th e|.»v*r 1.l'l". who kepi their »eer*t* tn th :n-

i-l'.-i on the siiniili* ni mi that, if n thina is not

to I..- known, i* aho-il.l nut li- told, laura WI*

ti.nly oih.*r woman whom if* \i*it--l r*?ularly,
ami in- loin.** wer* far !.». Well known to mai-'*
it poa-tihl* io ilo.it a wandal iboot him in eoo«

".a 'loll Wlt'l r*ime "lie el-*. wll|)-|| sll'ill'l T.ll
Laura's oar- 1.-1.1.*. laura would not ear* Sh*
wa- unite "apahie if not 'akin- th.* rditht**** iu>-

lier, i'lat a* iu f..rni.-r tim.-a sin* hal not eared
whither h.*-aw Maddalena *v*rj dor )>r ii"*. All

nile w.nf.-l. thou.ht \-l-!.-. was that -.!ii*l'*ri

nh* ll«l lie af lier feet and tin r.- h* wis

\f I.ist -'.. Int upon th.- rather wil niall of

i-dcina tJhinlerl hinwelf whit ai;.- ind h*tt*r )|"

There was rtomothina diabolical in th** idea ..f ilk¬
ina lu- own alie i*i > pier to iuiii him. whieh

,i| periled to h.r in !'..¦ pn*a*nt atnt* nf ln-r Irwin
anl iut"' -. The** often met iii *'W*|ety, and nh««

lit ai_;,t of him thal verv night af a I.--tit-n

part* m fara Mont*vor*lii.on* of th** li**) *v**r

niven in that hoot-*, hr the by. for th* family uria

ruined mon afterward. Sb* followed him in the
I,,,wi in i toiieheil hf* ah oil.Lt with h<*r fm.

"Will von nive me v "ir lim?" f-h* Baked.
"Thank* I want t>. -it down ruiniewhere. There

in i s,,fa nt -r there "

\i n -Mil rom* lo theo* tilkinn matchee, l *.**."

. .| .,iii-l.'ii as they >-:it down. "It tiiuat H*« f>r

the rake of Mylin nomethin* Intereotini, for it

.¦ "ii certainly out lie iii the hop.* of neerim* anv¬

il,rn- nf the kind.*1
"iou i ni -rill moke eharp apeanehea," lau.h.* I

.dele. I thought mv alee-oilier had c invert.* I

\ on. nml that yoi were turnlns int ¦ sort of Saint

I'rnni D'tv
" li, you thought «..." said I'lefro, r-oolly Well

foil -... you were milliken, 'lhere i- no little of

propriety alioui me, ia uauil, or of mintnhip
either "

ll- louie-I at the worn and dilapidated features

..I the woman braid* him, it her hollow <*li« "k** in 1

In-tn.!..., eye**, und li" aim not pitied h*T. Ile won-

"d.-l-l how -ll" had thfl roil io. t" ke ..> lip the

comedy and to fir* th' world as oh* di I. niis'ht
after nUlit, oil hefore her youth wi* half over,

illly when nh* had been pretty but two year* ear¬

lier, weary alway*, and haunted br the shadow
of tin- poison t i whieh ah" was a slav.*
"You ni*) I nol l»* un.rv," ale* answer" I. "I

did not ni)'.in anything illnag**e*able. 1 wi*h you

would nay more sharp thins**: it i* retreading t>

In-ar I mau tall; after 11-t.-iiiriLf to a gook Of littl*
ho\ s

"

IVhy do v.-u listen to thorn " '

..'Iii--, innis.' m.- for ti*.- minute*, uni when I

have tolerated thean a* loni ns that I cunno! ,'"f

lld ol' them. 'He'll I I..-.IU to lolls' for a little
sri ion* tall, with a niau Ilk* ton a mau one MU

ask ., inestioii of with tie- hop* of (jetting a *******

soiial.l" mi- \>*r."
.. You ar- very tr.>>><l to put it in that way." aol I

(ihi-h-ri "Have you any particular i|U)'stion to

nnk in.* now? 1 will i>e us fnteneeiy ***ui»ouib** ia

I ran in mv reply, on condition that it i- ;i thin:

of who h I know nothlmt whatever."
" What an extronr linarv reatriction !" exclaimed

Adele.
"Not at all. If I -.lionld know 'unthill, ibotlt

th" matter in hand if would lu* nure to In* so little
thnt it would confuo* tn.* ind hamnet thi* fr**-*

working of my imagination, which might otherwlae
j r«>'lii«.«* iiifi-i'i-stin. and even ntortllng effeeta. Von

may have heard thnt ¦ littl" knowledge is (lunger-
his That is the meaning >.f rh.* proverb.*'

" I knew I ahollld **et soim-fhiin.' origin.l tr«»m

von, Von alway* say nomothini whieh no one elae
would.*1

" And you alway* dloeover in Opt some now iind
benntiful quality whieh had eaeiped my notlc**,"
iinswi'icd nhialeiri "Io it with ¦ view to n.-ttm;
-onie partlculir sort of inawer to the quention you
meditate, thur von Hatter mo sn nie-ly before ilk¬
ina it:,M
"Ofcoorie." lau'hod Adele, "What did you »>\-

p.'.t " Hut I ih. not think vdu will inawer tin'

Iiii**tion at nil. You woul I Bivi* mr* u liaaertition
on aomethini el*.* md then ko away ind leave m..

torn to pi.m i>\ tin- little hoys iicuiti."
"What an aw I ul death"* toughed IMiUleri. "I

will 11.»r leave you. I will protOOt you Igutoit
whole leuiona of little hoya.*'

" You look us if you could. You an* quill an

stroin, ns i ver now, ure you not J You never feel

¦ny imin from your wound '¦'"
"N.-vir." .nisw.T-ii Pietro, Indifferently. "Wai

thnt the Breve filtration to whieh you wunted a

n>-r.saud well cnnsidi'ii'd reply?*"
" po not be alisurd'" erie(l Adele, with a lnui/h.

'. fliie ha* to make civil iiinuiri"* of thnt kind a Mo¬

ll.n. lt is a Boeill duty, liven if I huted you
I al.ld ask if you were well"
"Of couree. The nhl .fashioned poisoner* In the

Middle Vu.*- dill thu!, lt WOO of no us.* t . wast*

expenaive iwiaon on a mun who wua ill ind might
di.- ** nh nil it. Thi-y jiiintiaeil .¦Oonoo**/.*'

' What a bombie UhsU!" exclaimed Adelo, »hud-

j deriuv
"¦ Horrible i lens wen* the fashion ilum," luirnued

lehlnleri. "I have thomrht B uic;it deni uh mt

thoo* ti.s nineo you showed nu- tims* lnt*.*reattng
place* nt (.ermin, nearly two veins ii^n. The ino |
.rn imlilisliei nt iiriniii* would have mule his
fortune under th.* Borgia dominutiou. Piney tho
titles: 'Every mun Iii* own exooutioner, a prioH-
lal fttldo for headnmeu, tortuivi* and poisoners,
hy u. member of tho prgfraniiu (diploma' with

otes, diagram! ami I Molal table nf mea*-urem.*ntn
nd lnatruetiona lor uning the patent German nek.
to. Do.s not that aound wildly Interesting?
ney would have hud it on the drawing-room tabla
n -very eaatle. It would have h.-en a splendid
(U'k for hawkera. Geruno made me Think of n **

Adele laughed in a rather forced wav, ami hat
vc* moved uneuaily, glancing quickly to on-* di-
'¦'.ti >n and mather,
- Von would hav- been ¦ dreadful geroau in those,

iin-a. I am quite snr.-," ah.- said. - You would
iiiw been a tnonater "f cruelty."
..(if eourae 1 sliould. So should we n!I. Rut wo

Mnage th.,s.. little thinga aa eaoily now, anl so
meh mon' t ist.-fiiliv."
" Exactly." *-iid Adele, who saw her chilli"* and

n opportunity of turning the convematlon at tho
imo time. - | would like your view* upon mo*|.
ru eo.-'iil warf ip*. If yoi wiaher] to ruin rout
nemy, how would yoo go |ho*it it'.'"
"'.lunn or a woman"'' Baked Ghialeri, cilmlv.
""ii. both. A man first. It i> alway* h_r.l**r

o in in rr* a man than a Woman, i* if BOt?"
"Sn they pmw, |) . yon wiall tu kill rhe m-,n or

o ruin him altogether, .ir only t' injure him la
he e\ .-i of the world ?*¦
"'lake th" thn-e in the of lei ardra," sn. jest *i

i.h-le "A mere injury Brat.and th- reit aft***.
rard."

" V.-rr areli, I hore aometbing very neat in tho
illili, lim*.to us-, rh.* anoplc**per stvle. I will
;e'-p it to the end. let np ¦*.-. Voa wish i. io
mau a _r*Ut ininrv.enough, mr, to make a

.'lillian who lavis him mm upon him. Is that it**"1
"Yeo, that would do very v*ell." sui Adele, M

lion.ii she wop- diacuaain*! th.* faahioo of a mu*
roek.

" If you haugen t i ho n good hun I nt f>.r.erv.**
nawered Ghinleri. with perfect e-iiisnlrolty, " wrlto
number of letter ourporting t" h frn*a hi"! to

n.ifh> r w.-man. I'm anythinc von lik.¦ int them,
ak" them to the woman win 1 >v*n him. anl a***

lone sum for them. Rb* will nrolial Iv pox it
nd l.-aw him. Yan will aceomplinh your ohieet
n>l >-arn money at tho name tim*. If you cannot
nrge hi* handwriting, forge that "f an lmagln*iry
ramon.that i* ou«v enough.md follow th' *e*gg

ir- a- before. 1' i- aim****) so-, to *wra***d."
"Whit i nurpa*elnidv diabolical whemo!** i\-

laitmd Adele, with i lan.h.
N"s, I Matter raynell it is not had. Of i >ur*e

du can make the matt.-r pul.li" if .nlv yon aro

ur" of tl.** forgery t*eim.: rood, or of BO i'lin-finarr
roman l*eh*g forthcoming -it the rt_ht moment,
'ut, on tId* whole, th* tine»r wav of ruining a man.

.store tin* world is to steal his ronner. No i**putu>
ion eau stand poverty and Blunder nf the *..i*iir*

imo."
" Hut it is not always tMVty t I steal a man'o

Boner." objected Adele
"I h. \.-a. uni"-* B tuan '¦* very rle**, Prin. %

iir ie i'la* hia flit*, na I if h* *i'.-l f if. th** 1 "t-
..-rs wilt *it nil nil li* hi« Then -"i eua plug
h>» mn _n.minions part and anv thal rou live np

he - nt out of pity for him. Tin' i- **erv pr-'ftr.
oo Har flo- I'l'ltiest of 'd' is the new w iv nf
ullin, people, l.i"-e nobody catt poesilily Stn
nu mit."

What do you mal;.* tl, in do* of ''" a-!; d A lei*,
lervniialy.

* Cholera.typhua.fever, almoni anyfhfeg yoi
lea-,., it is a o'lvi'iii.-'it wav hera ira iii.* ep|>
leinie of tie* dov i* uoiierill* the moot re ilv to

and. What di 1 you *0J I h*»- your tunion. T
bought yon npeke Ve**, it ia delightful, and in
no*! eaae* I helier* i' >* m1iiio*i *iir** to snrrradL
f .lined with Gonaeh* la-t night, an" Pr^f*_ra?
IVnstersehifi'ler. tbe arra! fiernian nitloiitv og

utting up live rabbit*, rou k**ew, wa* there. A
'harming man.opraka Ftrenet* Ilk* ¦> human hoing,
mil understands Italia)*, w-ll I lik"l him wry
much. 'I'''.* ronveraatton turn.*.! npnn murder.
You know feouaeh* ha* a t'.st.. dr '.. >rr>.rs. being
thc gentlrat nml kinder* f men. Th" prof.*«*e,r
foi i a lona i*tory "f a doctor arho murdered tho
'.flier. ni*t'.-r and aunt of a _irl whom non" of tlie
three would l"t hun mart* H* did if in the
eonr*e "f rm-dieul treatment with thr* * dilTerent
regetahl* poinonn masterly tie- professor sall.

There wa* an in-|iiirv ami they dui: i***i****rhody up

again, and all that seri of thing, be* tm one OBUM

rraltlvely np)V.> nnything anl th'" ""tor married
th.* nlri after .ill"
-You Bram full of horror* thi* e*"**g|ng. said

Adele, nuning "n<* shoulder in a rratleaa, >*rking
aruv whieh was becoming a haN*

"I always am." anoarered Chisleri. turning his
cold hine eves on h.-r. " 1 know tie* rural horrible
tiling* an 1 ant always )got mi th** point of savin**;
then*. "

Pleoa* do not!" exclaimed Adele, *hrin'-in**
nw;iv from him int)* th" corner of th.* sofa. ulm-.***,

in n''\*i.al fear of him now.
" I was telHni von Babool thr* cludera trh*k. .*?

I was ir .im; to t-ll you. The other story wa* <v.ly¬

the prelude. After giving i' to us with a num-Vr
of .'"tail* I have forgotten, Praferaot Wu*t:*rsehin-
der launched ont ibout th* wondera of aclenee, aa

tl-os- men alwavn do, md poaitively made tm* un¬

comfortable with th» nnmhera ..f unfortunate r.ib-
l>;ts mid )iup.*i.'s he rut to shel* in Ma ennv.Ts.i-

ti"ii. Then li)* rame to th" point and hogan tn

explain bow raov it la lo murder p*op|e hv natani
naran* lik.* tyr-htw. It i* done hr toking the-.
irooil Heaven*. I>.>n»n Adele, what i- th-* matter *"*

(dele had Uttered a short, low erv. ami her far**

bid turned very white. Uer lin* wer* r*ontortej
in un expression of antrniah auoh a* Pietro h*d

never B*en, ami h*'r finger* -vt" twistin: t igetMg
ns though th.-v wolli l.r-.k.

"('¦'(i I do anything?" he a*k*d. anxionaTrr. Ii*

f.-are.l abe waa ynini* tn he s"i*.*l hv r-otn** kimi of

convnlnion. imt the woman's atrong will helped
her even thou.

Hold nix- fin before mv arm." sin* managed**
suv, and sim felt for BotnMhing in her pooket with

her right hand.
in a moment she produced a Hoy arrinee arith »

tmlnt like a needle, and a littl* bottle. With

inepHlihl* qulekneaa an I -kill *h-* Ulled th" *vrinc-,

pricked th.* skin on her h'ft arin, an i ran the n-dot
into it, nml then pn*-s» i th>* tine niston alourty
till it would go tm further, ni little more finn

one minute nhe had pu! everything Into h-r m1 **

ef again, and tabing h*r fan fi'*tn I'his'eri's htiud,
leaned hack in the corner of th.- nota, with a si,li

of p'lief. , ...

'. I am afraid I mail" gog nervous, lu* sui, In g

tone of apel tory,
"Not at all," sh» ana-wered ' 1 had fir:ott**i

to take mv morphine hefore coming.that wa* all.

I suffer terribly with pains in mv head when I <b»

not toko it." ,

And is th* pain gone alrrady '*" asked (.hislarf
in some surpris*. ami wondering how she wo'ilrl

answer.
"Oh, no!,Hut it will be goo*very soon I am

onieter when I kn .w I Inn" tgk*a th" morphine,
i If ..our.*.*,' sh* sahl, with a fUreed laugh, **you must

imf sunposi* that I take it often, not even ra 'IT

dav. I believe it i* rert hil in lari" gnantitl***"
**Of Oourae." <ihish*ri could hardh help smiling

at the poor attempt to di-d'tiii anv slav, rv to the

fatal drug, eontrndietiiir, as if did, what chi* had
said hut a moment before.

For tim third tim*- nine* Arden's death tim con¬

viction came upon him that Adele hud beet* the

treoponetble eon*** of ii. an I thi* tim" it was destined
to lie permanent. Th. theory of eotnel Ieee* waa

.»xh.iiist)*(l and he ahandom'l it. Hie stmi.-s ho
had told her al.t Professor Wiisteisrhiti l"r. tho
is'rcat Herman authority, irate quito true, and (;hla-
leri's eyes had hem opened ol) th>* jirevious even-

ini* t'» lin* UOOalhiUtiea of e"ril disclosed hv mod.-rn
si leuce. Ile whs im! yet sure of what Adoh* had
.lone, hut he was convinced thai the Benoni nv

turi* of the proeesi sh* li id employed to eomgy*_
cate the fever to Arden wa* similar to th .s-> which
thc profesnor had daacrihod. and that nae must,

in nil probghUity, liave got the geoMgMf infor¬
mation from a soientitlc book or article ou thc aub-


